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thoughts on the Union and on the grandeur of
American nationality had been garnered up for
years, and this in a greater or less degree was true
of all his finest efforts. The preparation on paper
was trifling, but the mental preparation extend-
ing over weeks or days, sometimes, perhaps, over
years, was elaborate to the last point. "When the
moment came, a night's work would put all the
stored-up thoughts in order, and on the next day
they would pour forth with all the power of a
strong mind thoroughly saturated with its subject,
and yet with the vitality of unpremeditated ex*
pi*ession, having the fresh glow of morning upon
it, and with no trace of the lamp.

More than all this, however, in the immediate
effect of Mr. Webster's speeches was the physical
influence of the man himself. We can but half
understand his eloquence and its influence if we
do not carefully study his physical attributes,
his temperament and disposition. In face, form,
and voice, nature did her utmost for Daniel Web-
ster. No envious fairy was present at his birth to
mar these gifts by her malign influence. He
seemed to every one to be a giant; that, at least.
is the word we most commonly find applied to
him, and there is no better proof of his enormous
physical impressiveness than this well-known fact,
for Mr. Webster was not a man of extraordinary
stature. He was five feet ten inches in height,
and, in health, weighed a little less than two hurt-